The Correspondence principle

Schools in a capitalist society







work in a capitalist society

	Hierarchy of authority among teachers (head-deputy-classroom teacher) and between teachers and students


	reflects
	

	Alienation through students’ lack of control over education (what to study, timetabling)


	reflects
	

	Extrinsic satisfaction (rewards external to the work itself) from grades, rather than from interest in the subjects studied
	reflects
	

	Fragmentation and compartmentalisation of knowledge (into unconnected subjects)


	reflect
	

	Competition and division among students (to be top of the class, to be in a higher stream)


	reflect
	

	Levels of education (streams, year groups)

· Lower levels, few choices, close supervision

· Higher levels; trusted to get on with work; self-directed learning
	reflect
	

	
	
	


